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 “Thanksgiving All Year Long?” 

Thanksgiving brings to mind warm 
memories of turkey and dressing, 
pumpkin pie, family togetherness, 
and football games on television. 
Thanksgiving is a time when we 
pause to remember how blessed 
we are as well as to reflect on how 
we are using those blessings.

We really ought to make every day 
a day of thanksgiving. The Bible 
says, “in everything give thanks, 
for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you (1 Thess 5:18).” 
God’s word teaches we would be 
much more joyful people if we 
would simply learn the habit of 
being grateful people. Let’s strive 
to make every day of our lives a 
day of thanksgiving. Here are 
some practical ideas:

Every night, write down five 
specific blessings you 
experienced that day. It’s 
amazing how many blessings 
will flood into our minds when 
we really stop and think about 
it!

At least once a week, take the 
time to write a note of gratitude 
and encouragement to 
someone who has blessed you 
with their life. You’ll be 
overwhelmed by the results!

Every time you pray, listen to 
what you are really saying to 
God. Are my prayers 
concerned mostly with saying, 
“I want, I want, I want,” or, 
“Thank You, Thank You, Thank 
You”?

Each day, make it a point to tell 
just one person in your life 
something you admire and 
appreciate about them. Be 
specific.

When you read the Bible each 
day, keep a journal in which you 
write down each promise or 
blessing God has given. Then, 
as you read over the blessings 
you have recorded in your 
journal, be sure and prayerfully 
thank Him for each one.

No matter what your 
circumstances, never forget that 
everyone has three basic 
blessings: Life (Acts 17:28), 
Opportunity (Galatians 6:10), 
and the Lord (Titus 2:11). With 
these three blessings, even the 
poorest of the poor can be 
grateful.

These are but a few practical ways 
to develop the habit of gratitude in 
your life. So many of us grumble and 
complain when in reality God wants 
us to rejoice in Him (Phil 4:4)! If you 
are skeptical, I dare you to try the 
activities listed above for just a 
month! You will find you have drawn 
nearer to God (James 4:8), and that 
your joy in Him is fuller. Let’s have 
thanksgiving every day! 

— John Baker (edited)
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Morning Lesson 
“Missing the Point”

Jack Smith

News and Notes: 
Continue praying for those of 
our number who have on-going 
health issues. Deb Haley, 
Janice Kimbrough, Jan Cooper,  
Curby Stech, Laura Claburn 
and Don Hurd.

So many gone the last several 
days. Many with families in 
other states, at least two 
families out of the country. Hope 
all travelled safely and come 
home refreshed even though 
travel tires us out. Spirits can be 
refreshed. Good singing Wed. 
night, but we missed you all.

Scott's dad had a difficult week. 
Had a pace maker "installed" to 
help regulate heart beat. Also 
dealt with some other 
complications. Hope he is 
better. We've also had several 
suffering from allergies and 
some virus that seems to be 
making the rounds. We'll update 
specifics today.

New classes begin Wed. night.  
Steve will teach Galatians, 
Ephesians and Philippians. 
Probably in the auditorium.  Lee 
will teach "Children's Bible 
Stories Revisited" in Room 102. 
Hope all will participate in the 
classes. We all need our 
memories refreshed.

WHO ARE WE?
A group of Gods children, striving 
to maintain the organization, 
doctrine and worship as taught in 
the New Testament.

ASSIGNMENTS
Morning Service
Opening Prayer - B. Ward
Hymn Director  - W. Hodge
Announcements - M. Miles
Closing Prayer  - J. Martin

EVANGELIST 
Jack Smith                                 
Steve Garrett 

ELDERS
Brian Haley
Mark Mann 
Matt Miles                            
Mike Pharris                            
Jack Smith

DEACONS
Scott Clanton
David Davila
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

BIBLE CLASSES
•Joshua and Judges 

(In the Auditorium) 
• Great Lessons from Jesus

(In Room 204)

Directory Updates
email: clanton4@gmail.com

“When You Make An Error” 
“If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make Him a liar, and His word is not in 
us. My little children, these things I 
write to you, so that you may not sin. 
And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous” (1 John 1:10-2:1).

In 1986, Bob Brenley was playing third 
base for the San Francisco Giants. In 
the fourth inning of a game against the 
Atlanta Braves, Brenley made an error 
on a routine ground ball. Four batters 
later he kicked away another 
grounder. And then while he was 
scrambling after the ball, he threw 
wildly past home plate, trying to get 
the runner there.
Two errors on the same play. A few 
minutes later he muffed yet another 
play to become the first player in the 
twentieth century to make four errors 
in one inning.

Now, those of us who have made very 
public errors in one situation or 
another can easily imagine how he felt 
during that long walk off the field at the 
end of that inning. But then, in the 
bottom of the fifth, Brenley hit a home 
run. Then, in the seventh, he hit a 
bases-loaded single, driving in two 
runs and tying the game. Then, in the 
bottom of the ninth, Brenley came up 
to bat again, with two outs. He ran the 
count to three and two and then hit a 
massive home run into the left field 
seats to win the game for the Giants. 
Brenley’s score card for that day came 
to three hits and five at bats, two 
home runs, four errors, four runs 
allowed, four runs driven in, including 
the game-winning run. (From “A 
Theology of Baseball,” Tape No. 115)

Life is much like that mentioned above 
regarding Bob Brenley. When we sin, 
we should never give up or lose heart, 
but should repent, pick ourselves up, 
and strive to do better.


